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EBacc GCSE Options Programme 2023
Introduction for Students and Parents/Carers

Welcome to the 2023 EBacc GCSE Options booklet!

It is now time to decide on your path into







OUR KEY STAGE 4 CURRICULUM

At The Leigh Academy, all students in Key Stage 4 study these Core subjects:

● English
● Mathematics
● Science
● Physical Education
● Healthy Minds (Year 10 only)
● Computing (tutor time)
● Religious Education

Students now



Personal, Social, Health and Citizenship topics are integrated, and delivered, across the curriculum, and on discrete
focus days, although not formally assessed. We plan this programme to give students a balanced view of society and the
self-confidence and self-esteem to operate within society, in a mature and sensible way.

Healthy Minds 
The Leigh Academy continues to be at the national forefront in the delivery
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Title of  Course Level Examination Board Block C No. 3

Art & Design:
Photography GCSE Edexcel No. of  GCSEs

or equivalent 1

What is the
subject
about?

This Photography course will introduce students to new processes and techniques but h ! d

mailto:christine.britton@leighacademy.org.uk


Title of  Course Level Examination Board Block C No. 4

Business Studies GCSE AQA
No. of
GCSEs or
equivalent

1

What is the
subject
about?

Business studies is about understanding what makes successful businesses work, how they are
organised and how different types of  businesses operate. The subject highlights local, national and
international companies.  The course provides an introduction to marketing, finance and operat

mailto:adam.hart@leighacademy.org.uk


Title of  Course Level Examination Board Block C No. 5

Computer Science GCSE AQA
No. of
GCSEs or
e

mailto:manjinder.hayre@leighacademy.org.uk


Title of Course Level Examination Board Block B No. 6

Dance GCSE AQA
No. of  GCSEs or
equivalent

1

What is the
subject
about?

Dance is a powerful and expressive subject which encourages students to develop their creative, physical,
emotional, and intellectual

mailto:keira.keveth@leighacademy.org.uk


mailto:raina.coules@leighacademy.org.uk


Title of  Course Level Examination Board Block C No. 8

Vocational Award in

mailto:raina.coules@leighacademy.org.uk
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Title of  Course Level Examination Board Core No. 10

English Language GCSE
and English Literature
GCSE

GCSE EDEXCEL
No. of
GCSEs or
equivalent

2

What is the
su

mailto:fiona.macfarlanefarmani@leighacademy.org.uk


Title of  Course Level Examination Board Block C No. 11

Ethics GCSE AQA No. of  GCSEs
or equivalent 1

What is the
subject about?

Ethics is about our moral principles - in other words, what we believe is either right or wrong.
Almost all societies have their moral principles based in religious teachings and therefore an
understanding of  religious beliefs and practices are an essential part of  this course.

What the
students will
learn

Throughout the course students will learn about Christian, Jewish and other religious traditions as
well as scientific and humanist views.
Students will gain knowledge, understanding and be able to evaluate a range of  topics including the
following:

https://sites.google.com/leighacademy.org.uk/humanities/geography
mailto:lynne.wilkinson@leighacademy.org.uk
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https://sites.google.com/leighacademy.org.uk/humanities/geography
mailto:nazima.farukh@leighacademy.org.uk


https://sites.google.com/leighacademy.org.uk/humanities/health-and-social-care/hsc-ks4
mailto:christopher.bradley@leighacademy.org.uk


Title of  Course Level Examination Board Block A No. 15

History GCSE Edexcel No. of  GCSEs
or equivalent 1

What is the
subject about?

An academically rigorous and yet enjoyable subject, history is studied to improve a students
skills and abilities, and bring a sense of  understanding of  the world around them. How did we
get ‘here’ in the present day and age?

Students will no doubt be fascinated by the changes, discoveries and great scientists of
Medicine in Britain over the last 770 years. They will be drawn into the dramatic Tudor
period that ushered in a Golden Age in Britain and all under one of  the most significant
female leaders this co

https://sites.google.com/leighacademy.org.uk/humanities/history/hi-ks4
mailto:jean.wood@leighacademy.org.uk


Title of  Course Level Examination Board Block C No.16
Tech Award in Digital
Information
Technology (DIT)

BTEC Pearson No. of  GCSEs
or equivalent 1

What is the
subject about?

The content of  this cours

mailto:manjinder.hayre@leighacademy.org.uk


mailto:almedina.grozdanic@leighacademy.org.uk


Title of  Course Level Examination Board Block C No. 18

Media Studies GCSE AQA No. of  GCSEs
or equivalent 1

What is the
subject about?

Media Studies encourages students to be inspired by the rapidly evolving world around them.
The modern nature of  the course is inspired by the electronic and digital world that has come
to dominate our lives in recent decades.  It explores how individuals and societies have been
represented in film, TV, music and advertising.

What the students
will learn

Media studies encourages students to think critically and work creatively. Students will not
only analyse the effect of  media but also have the opportunity to be creative in the making of
a coursework production based around either including music video, posters or website
design.

How the students
will learn

Students will focus on four key concepts; Media language, Organisations, Audiences and
Representation. These skills will help students prepare for two examination papers and the
creation of  a media production as part of  their coursework.

Enrichment
Opportunities - Intervention sessions

- Coursework catch up sessions
- BFI visit to Media and Film lectures

Independent
Learning

Independent learning is a nt s len
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mailto:adam.leadbetter@leighacademy.org.uk


Title of  Course Level Exam Board Block C No. 19

Performing Arts
(Acting)

BTEC Level 2 Tech
Award Edexcel Pearson No. of  GCSEs

or equivalent 1

What is the
sub

mailto:helen.wilson@leighacademy.org.uk


mailto:andrew.pickett@leighacademy.org.uk


mailto:andrew.pickett@leighacademy.org.uk


Title of  Course Level Examination Board Block C No. 22

Health and Fitness Level 2 V -certificate NCFE

http://www.careers-in-sport.co.uk
mailto:andrew.pickett@leighacademy.org.uk
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